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     Hughson is a gem in Stanislaus County!  Known for its fertile soil producing fruits and nuts to be sold locally and abroad, it is 
also a wonderful community with small town charm.  Families choose Hughson for the quiet neighborhoods, low crime rate, and our 
outstanding schools. We are very proud of the partnerships that we have forged in our community, the professional and skilled staff 
that we employ, and the parents who support our programs… all of this working together to give our students a solid academic 
experience! 

 
     When you think of Hughson Unified School District, different images or memories might 
surface.  You might recall your own experience wearing black and gold and growing up in Hughson, 
maybe you have enjoyed a Friday night football game, the May Day Program, Ag Day at Hughson 
Elementary School, or the Halloween parade down Hughson Avenue. While all of these fun and 
memorable traditions still exist in Hughson, there have been many wonderful additions and changes to 
our school system that we are very proud of. If you are new to Hughson, you may be curious as to what 
our small schools offer.  
 
     We are a Preschool through 12th grade School District serving the communities of Hughson, Gratton, 
Hickman, and Robert’s Ferry.  Our students begin at Hughson Elementary where they receive a very 
strong foundation in reading and math. Fox Road Elementary is where our 4th and 5th grade students 
expand on their elementary fundamentals and become investigators, inventors, and problem solvers in 
their curriculum.  Ross Middle School is a wonderful environment for our 6th - 8th grade students. We 
are very proud of our Where Everyone Belongs (WEB) Program that helps our students acclimate to 

middle school life. Hughson High School has a variety of opportunities for students, including dual enrollment with Modesto Junior 
College, Advanced Placement classes, and robust programs in Visual and Performing Arts, Agriculture, and Leadership.   Valley 
Community Day School and Billy Joe Dickens High School are optional programs to help our students be successful and achieve 
their goals. 
 
     Students in Hughson Unified School District, regardless of age, have the opportunity to use 
technology daily!  Our educational staff have been trained to use a blended model in the classroom 
that uses technology as an instructional and support tool, while continuing to use textbooks and paper 
as needed.  Our students are able to take a device home for homework once they reach Fox Road 
Elementary in 4th grade. We are also able to provide internet access for families who do not have 
access at their homes.  Having our students be proficient in the area of technology will enable them to 
be better prepared for careers in our global economy. 
 
     Encouraging our students to be connected to our schools and participate in extracurricular 
activities is a high priority.  Students have access to a fantastic After School Program during TK - 8th 
grades. In addition, our schools have a variety of clubs, intramural and after school athletics, 
leadership, and during school programs that encourage creativity, participation, and 
leadership.  When people come to our schools for a visit, they often comment about how great our 
students are. We believe that is because they have gained the confidence and social skills through 
their school involvement that will enable them to be productive citizens in our community. 
 
     We would like to thank our community for the continued support that you show to our school district.  Due to the 2016 Facility 
Bonds that were passed, we were able to add some upgrades and modernize our facilities.  We are proud to say that ALL of the 
projects that we set out to complete were completed! These upgrades have been awesome for our students.  Your support means so 
much to us! 
 
     We look forward to our continued partnerships within the community and are thankful for our families and students that make up 
the Hughson Unified School District.  We look forward to you continuing to choose Hughson Unified School District for your 
child’s educational experience. 

2019 State of the District 

Report to the Community 

What’s Inside……. 
Superintendent’s Message ..................................................... 2 

District Facts / Community Partners ...................................... 2 

Hughson High School ............................................................. 3 

Hughson High School Accomplishments ................................ 4 

 
Emilie J. Ross Middle School .................................................. 5 

Fox Road Elementary School / Hughson Elementary School .. 6 

Hughson Elementary School continued ................................. 7 

Attend Today, Achieve Tomorrow ......................................... 7 



2019 State of the District Report to the Community 2 

 

     The State of the District Report contains meaningful 
information about the Hughson Unified School District. The 
District offers a wide range of academic programs, including 
numerous advanced placement courses, agriculture, career 
technical education coursework, and wonderful opportunities 
within athletics, the fine arts, and clubs. 

     An ongoing initiative in HUSD is the digital transformation 
of our schools. Students in all grades have been provided new 
technology to ensure learning environments more accurately 
reflect the world beyond the school walls. This new technology 
is accompanied by extensive training for our staff and new 
learning opportunities for students who desire and need to use 
technology on a daily basis. The use of technology has led to 
more highly engaged classrooms, an increase in student 
achievement, and a more sustainable education model. 

     HUSD is consistently one of the top performing districts in 
the Central Valley. This is a direct reflection of our 
instructional staff’s exceptional work with our students and 
their academic achievement. State student test scores 
consistently confirm that we are a top performing district. 

Please join us as we continue to fulfill our mission to provide 
rigorous standards-based programs in a safe and supportive 
environment, and to prepare all students to be technologically 
savvy, productive, and socially responsible community 
members.  

Superintendent Brenda Smith 

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE: 

D i s t r i c t  M i s s i o n  S t a t e m e n t  
Hughson Schools are committed to providing a safe innovative learning environment that prepares our 

students for the successful accomplishment of their personal and professional goals.  Our students will be  

socially responsible citizens committed to the enrichment of our community.  

Goals of the District 

 Curriculum and Instruction:  Design, implement, 
evaluate, and improve instructional programs to ensure every 
student meets or exceeds district standards. 

 Educational Options:  Design, implement, evaluate, and 
improve quality educational options for students, parents and 
the community. 

 Facilities:  Provide a model environment that is safe, 
efficient, clean, comfortable, and attractive that promotes 
learning and fosters student, staff, and community pride. 

 Parent and Community Involvement:  Design, 
implement, evaluate, and improve partnerships and 
stakeholder input opportunities that support the goals and 
objectives of the District.  

 Personnel:  Recruit, select, educate, evaluate, retain and 
support the highest quality staff. 

 Strategic and Financial Planning:  Design, implement, 
evaluate, and improve a process to ensure that human and 
financial resources are allocated in alignment with the 
strategic plan. To support the Local Control Accountability 
Plan (LCAP) goals and long range District priorities. 

 Student Support Services:  Design, expand, implement, 
evaluate, and improve programs and services to support 
success for all students. 

 Technology:  Design, implement, evaluate and improve the 
expertise and use of technology by staff and students. Be 
prepared for Smarter Balance Assessments (SBAC). 

DISTRICT FACTS 

 

2018-19 CBEDS data 
Hughson High School Graduation Rate .......................... 96.1% 

English Learners ................................................................ 21% 

Socio-Economically Disadvantaged ................................ 57.1% 

 

As of October 2019 
Enrollment ....................................................................... 2098 

Credentialed Staff .............................................................. 105 

Classified Support Staff ......... Confidential:  4 / Classified:  123 

Site/District Admin Staff .......... Classified:  6 / Certificated:  11 

THANK YOU COMMUNITY PARTNERS! 

 
Fontana Farms, Scott & Graciela Fontana 

Hughson Lions Club, Billybob Muirhead  

A Stitch in Time, Debbie Hinz  

Cabral's Welding, George Cabral  
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Hughson High School 

     Hughson High School serves a diverse 
student body hailing from Gratton, 
Hickman, and Roberts Ferry schools as 
well as local students coming up through 
Hughson’s Ross Middle School. On 
approximately 41 acres, slightly over 700 
students are settled in an environment that 
fosters learning, responsibility and growth 

which prepares them for graduation and life beyond high 

school.  

Student Volunteer & Community 

Service Opportunities 

 

 Inspire You Month  

 Key Club Activities  

 Life of a Husky Leadership Academy  

 Life of a Husky presentations to schools/community  

 Tuolumne River Regional Park cleanup project  

 Elementary Ag Day  

 Holiday baskets  

 Canned food drive  

 Hughson Family Resource Center volunteers  

 Book Drive  

 Penny wars  

 Clothes and Toy Drive  

 Yard sale  

 Schoolwide recycling  

 Blood drives  

 Harvest Festival volunteers  

 Opening day volunteers for Hughson youth baseball/softball 

 Elementary summer school volunteers  

 Red Ribbon week service learning projects 

 Chamber of Commerce Christmas Parade & Tree Lighting 

 Drama performances for elementary students/residents of 

Samaritan Village  

 Choral performances for Samaritan Village/other local 

senior residences  

 Hosting of students from Kyoto, Japan 

 Hughson Fruit and Nut Festival 

 Tri-Rivers FFA day of service 

GRADUATION 4-YEAR COHORT RATES 

  
 2014-
2015 

 2015-
2016 

 2016-
2017 

 2017-
2018 

 2018-
2019 

Hughson 
High 

97.6% 96.2% 95.1% 95.7% 96.1% 

Stanislaus 
County 

84.6% 83.9% 84.0% 88.5% 83.9% 

California 82.3% 83.8% 82.7% 87.3% 85.9% 

Note:  2018-2019 High School Graduating Seniors:  100%  

COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS 

  2016-2017  2017-2018  2018-2019 

Hughson 
High 

43.3% 47.5% 48.3% 

California 44.9% 42.2% 44.1% 

Hughson High School Feeder Schools 

     In recent years close to 200 ninth graders enter Hughson 
High School annually. Most students come from Ross Middle 
School, located in Hughson. However, more than 32% of the 
student body comes from our feeder schools or from other 
schools outside the district boundaries. Students from our 
feeder schools of Gratton, Hickman and Roberts Ferry enroll 
in the district as ninth graders. These students have known 
throughout their elementary school years that they will 
become Hughson Huskies as high school students and look 
forward to contributing to the great traditions that have been 
established on the campus and in our communities. There are 
117 students that choose to come to HHS on a permit from 
neighboring districts, evidence of the great academics parents 
seek out for their children. 

D i s t r i c t  V i s i o n  
Cultivating learners today and leaders for tomorrow. 

     The state measures students College and Career Readiness 
through multiple criteria including, but not limited to, AP 
courses passed, meeting standard on state assessments, and/or 
earning a Biliteracy Seal, etc.  

2018-2019 NATIONAL 
MEDIUM SCHOOL DIVISION 

CHAMPIONS  
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 Schoolwide 

 Renaissance Qualifiers — 65% in first grading period of 
2019-2020 (students have GPA > 3.0) 

 Red Ribbon Week— Stanislaus County High School 
winners the last 4 years, 2016-2019! 

 Occupational Olympics small school winners 11 years in 
a row, 2009-2019 

 Multilingual Seals of Proficiency 2018-2019 – 13 
students qualified for this prestigious honor 

 Academic Decathlon – 2019 County, State, and National 
champions 

 Music 

 Symphonic Band — Last five years 

 5 Command Performance Ratings at CMEA Festival 

 5 Gilmore Band Award Winners 

 5 John Philip Sousa Band Award Winners 

 Concert Band — Last five years 

 5 Superior Performance Ratings at CMEA Festival 

 Jazz Band — Last five years 

 5 Command Performance Ratings 

 Annual Invitation to perform at SCOE Foundation 
Fundraiser 

 5 Louis Armstrong Jazz Award Winners 

 5 Woody Herman Jazz Award Winners 

 Choir consistently receives superior ratings at the CMEA 
region festivals for the last five years. 

Hughson High School Student Accomplishments/Recognition 

Athletics 

 TVL championships: 

 Boys Track:  5 straight titles 2011-2015 

 Girls Track:  titles, 2011, 2013, 2014, 2016, 2017, 
2018 

 Boys Cross Country:  2016, 2018 

 Girls Cross Country:  2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 

 Girls Golf:  2011, 2012, 2016, 2018, 2019 

 Softball: 2011-2013 

 CIF Section Softball Champions: 2011-2015  

 Over a dozen players signing national letters of intent 
for softball and cross country scholarships in the last 
6 years! 

 CIF Section Boys Cross Country Finals Meet Participants 
for 18 straight years! 

 

Agriculture 

 145 new FFA degrees in the past seven years 

 586 State Farmers; among the top ten in California 

 45 American FFA Degree Recipients 

 6 State Proficiency Winners; 6 National Proficiency 
Finalists 

 National Championship Poultry Judging Team:  2015 

 National Championship Interview Individual:  2016 

 National Finalist Specialty Animal Production:  2017 



2019 State of the District Report to the Community 5 

 Emilie J. Ross Middle School 

     The Emilie J. Ross team 

continues to work tirelessly to 

prepare the Bears to be career and 

college ready and be in a position to 

chase their dreams.  Our 1:1 

environment, combined with 

outstanding instruction are assisting 

students in demonstrating their understanding of 

concepts addressed in the 

Common Core State Standards 

for English-Language Arts and 

Mathematics as well as building 

skills for them to pursue expanding employment 

opportunities in science-related fields through the Next 

Generation Science Standards. 

 

     The Ross staff has implemented Tiers I and II  of 

Positive Behavior Intervention Strategies (PBIS) to 

support all students in their effort to be the best citizens 

they can be.  Administration has also initiated analyzing 

behavior and discipline through the School-Wide 

Information System (SWIS) to identify trends that will 

create a proactive and positive environment on campus.   

     The Ross WEB Program (Where Everyone Belongs) 

is an example of students being involved in shaping the 

culture of our school.  They welcome incoming 6th 

graders as well as students new to campus and ease 

their transition to middle school through creating 

supportive relationships. Other clubs include Ross 

Ecology Club, California Junior Scholastic Federation 

(CJSF), and PHAST JV (Protecting Health and 

Slamming Tobacco) and our 2-time defending 

championship Academic Pentathlon team. The Ross 

athletic department is an additional way that Bears can 

become involved, represent their school and help create 

a positive school climate in which ALL Bears feel safe.  

 

Emilie J. Ross Middle School continued 

     In an effort to ensure our students are meeting the 

highest standards we have staff collaborating across 

school sites and working with instructional coaches in 

core content areas to determine the best and most 

contemporary way to support our learners.  Students 

that are short credits, maintain the ability to make up 

credits via an electronic curriculum called FLVS 

(Florida Virtual Schools).  Credentialed teachers are 

also available three days a week after school to support 

students through our Homework Help program.   

     In an effort to promote critical thinking and problem 

solving, RMS added a number of electives to our 

program in 2019. Ross traditionally hosted the already 

incredible electives: band, leadership, yearbook and art.  

Options this year were expanded to include a Spanish 

class that sets students up to be on the AP pathway in 

high school, a communications class that produces a 

100% student created broadcast, a mind/body wellness 

class that assists students in making healthy choices, a 

STEM course that is teaching foundational coding, and 

a few minor changes to our Cornell Strategies course 

now entitled “Futures.”   

 

     Emilie J. Ross Middle School will continue to work 

with families and community partners to take an 

innovative approach to leading and learning and 

development of 21st century skills for our students.   
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Hughson Elementary School 

     Hughson Elementary School has a 
focus on the four essential questions of  a 
Professional Learning Community (PLC).  
This focus will drive instruction to meet the 
needs of our diverse learners.  We will 
focus our responses to the following 
questions: 
 

 What do we want our students to learn? 
 How do we know when they have learned it? 
 How will we respond if they do not learn it? 
 What will we do if they already know it, before we have 

taught it? 
 
Collaboration will give us the opportunity to work together to 
work through challenges that may arise, in the work we do. 
We recognize that no one of us is as strong as all of us, 
together.   
     Our focus for the year also includes honing in on our math 
skills, with professional development and goal setting 
helping us increase the math supports for our students.  
Through professional learning walks, with a math focus, we 
will look for ways that we can take math instruction to new 
levels.  Attendance is another focus for our year.  We know 
that by attending school, students are not missing out on 
valuable learning opportunities and discussions with their 
peers.  Our monthly attendance celebrations have become an 
exciting opportunity and are becoming the talk of campus.  

     Hughson Elementary School is made up of a group of 
dedicated and talented team members, who work hard to 
support the learners and their families.  The office staff is 
made up of a group that is courteous, professional and a team 
of problem solvers.  The teaching staff brings a variety of 
backgrounds and experiences to enhance the education that 
they provide. They have a desire to continue to learn, making 
sure their skills include new and exciting opportunities for 
the students. We also utilize a support team that includes a 
full-time English language development teacher and several 
instructional paraprofessionals, all working to ensure student 
success.  

Fox Road Elementary School 

     Once recognized as a California 
Distinguished School for academics, Fox 
Road Elementary School (FES) is 
seeking to distinguish itself as 
community leaders as well. From staff to 
students, we are striving to develop as 
leaders and to recognize outstanding 

character along the way.  As a PBIS school and district, we 
have the expectations that all students will be safe, respectful 
and responsible. This is evident in our monthly nominations 
of “Top Dogs” that are celebrated during our monthly HUSD 
School Board meetings.  Top Dogs are campus leaders that 
emulate our PBIS expectations.  In addition, we have added 
the trimester recognition of being a FES “Super Hound.” 
Super Hounds are selected by their teachers as having 
outstanding character traits such as perseverance, 
determination, honesty, etc.  Of course we will continue our 
focus on academic rigor with technology integration.  At Fox 
Road, each student is issued a Chromebook to utilize in order 
to access curriculum, master concepts and to take ideas 
further. For students that don’t have access to the internet at 
home, MiFi devices are available to families upon request. 
We strive to make all students college and career ready in a 
fun and engaging learning environment.  During lunchtime 
students may elect to participate in our intramural sports 
leagues, choir and also train to be a conflict manager. We 
also have monthly reward parties to celebrate students who 
have “flawless attendance” (every minute of every day).  
 
     Here at Fox Road Elementary - the difference is found in 
our caring and dedicated staff members.  From the office to 
the classroom to the playground to the cafeteria, Fox Road 
Staff members genuinely care about our students and always 
go the extra mile.  Our highly qualified educators routinely 
participate in on-going professional development, engage in 
professional learning communities 
and conduct Reflective Learning 
Walks.  We are also proud of our 
many community partnerships with 
our local farmers, local businesses, 
City of Hughson, Sheriff’s 
Department, Samaritan Village, 
Hughson Lions Club and support 
from our FES Parent Teacher Club.  
Our partnerships, along with our 
amazing District Office, ensure 
that FES is a great place to learn 
and have fun.  Physical changes for 
our campus this school year include a new school logo with 
an updated mascot, new school signage, new school spirit 
wear, resurfaced playground and a fresh coat of paint.   
 
     Students and families are encouraged to participate in a 
myriad of opportunities and events such as: District English 
Language Advisory Committee, intramural sports, tutoring, 
conflict managers, School Site Council, Back to School 
Night, Open House, Valentine’s Day, Halloween parade 
through Samaritan Village, Christmas performances, Spelling 
Bee, fundraisers and more! With so many great programs 
available, terrific students and caring staff members, we think 
you’ll understand when we say, “#HoundsLeadTheWay!” 
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Hughson Elementary School continued 

     To address some of the challenges in today’s fast-paced 
and evolving educational world, we have continued our late-

start schedule, which allows our 
teachers additional opportunities to 
attend Professional Development 
(PD) sessions and participate in 
Professional Learning Communities 
(PLCs). These opportunities have a 
direct positive impact in the 
classroom. Our teachers receive 
ongoing training on new technologies 
to further enhance their own 

knowledge of technology and devices while advancing their 
own classroom instruction through the use of such tools, apps 
and devices.  
 
     You will often find our students on a device. We do so as 
an effort to better equip, prepare and position our students to 
compete for tomorrow’s jobs. We continue to be  dedicated 
to being technologically progressive. Our goal continues to 
be to have technologically equipped and trained teachers, 
who will help our students dig deeper and redefine their 
learning experience. 
  
     There are a number of opportunities for all community 
stakeholders to participate within our school. Our Parent 
Teacher Club (PTC) graciously supports the school, and 
provides numerous opportunities 
for community involvement.   For 
those individuals who desire to 
participate in the site’s decision-
making processes, they are invited 
to be a member of the School Site 
Council (SSC). Other opportunities 
for community members to interact 
and be involved include the District 
English Learner Advisory 
Committee (DELAC), Harvest 
Fest, Road to Kinder, Open House, 
Ag Day, Back-to-School Night, 
Jog-a-Thon, Halloween parade, winter performances, movie 
nights and helping out with various fundraisers that support 
our school. There are also mentoring opportunities available 
for select individuals and groups.  
 
     We encourage you to come and see all that Hughson 
Elementary School has to offer. We often can be found 
celebrating student success and are confident that all of our 
students will find success while learning and growing as a 
part of Hughson Elementary School.  

Attend Today, Achieve Tomorrow 

   Hughson Unified kicked off their 2019 Attendance 
Campaign in August with the campaign slogan “Attend 
Today. Achieve Tomorrow.”  The goal is to recognize each 
student that has perfect attendance. By perfect attendance, we 
mean they have attended school everyday for every minute of 
the day.  Each school recognizes students that have achieved 
perfect monthly attendance, perfect trimester and/or semester 
attendance, and those students that earn it for the entire 
year!  Both Hughson Elementary and Fox Road have 
recognized their students with a variety of fun activities each 
month, such as ice cream socials and fun outdoor activities. 
Ross Middle School has a lottery to earn front of the lunch 
line passes and a free pass to miss running the mile in PE, but 
the most coveted prize each month is to design your own pair 
of custom Vans.  Hughson High and BJD are also offering a 
variety of activities and special parties. Additionally, they are 
participating in the Stanislaus County Perfect Attendance 
Drive. Every month students that earn perfect attendance 
have their names placed in a drawing for a chance to win a 
new car from Modesto Toyota in May. The new car was 
featured in the Homecoming Parade and was out in the quad 
during lunchtime in November for students to check out.  We 
are excited about all these opportunities for our students and 
look forward to rewarding them for their commitment to 
attend school every day!  
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